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HELEN: Did you grow up in Lafayette?
Betty Doversberger: No, I grew up in a lot of places. My
family moved frequently. The city I lived in the longest
was Johannesburg, South Africa. My sister and I came
back to the States when I was 15, and I went to high
school in northern Illinois. Then I went to Purdue and
graduated in general science.  

H: How did you get involved with the League of
Women Voters?
BD: When I was getting ready to retire, I was thinking
about how to keep busy. I was talking to League mem-
bers at a Rotary meeting, and they invited me to be on
the board for the League (before I even attended a meet-
ing). I am very interested in efforts to keep our democra-
cy strong.

H: What is the purpose of the League?
BD: The League is non-partisan, so it never supports
candidates or parties. It takes a stand on issues. Our
main goal is helping citizens be involved in supporting
and protecting our democracy.

H: How do you develop positions on issues?
BD: Local leagues select issues they want to focus on,
usually from the list of issues the National League gives
out. We have also studied local issues like full-day
kindergarten and juvenile justice. We form a committee
and have several meetings to inform our members. We
then have a public meeting to inform the public. (Our
research) is thorough and non-partisan. That’s made us
well-respected.

H: Are men allowed in the League?
BD: We do have male members. In fact, we have a man
on our board. We have about 100 members, most of
whom are active in some way. You can get information
on joining on our Web site. Coming to a meeting is
always a good way to get a feel for the League. It’s very
formal. For example, we take written questions because
we don’t want to get bogged down with 10 people ask-
ing the same type of question. People become very emo-
tional about issues like the smoking ban.

• Previously served as chancellor at Ivy Tech
Community College where she worked for 18 years 
• Member of Rotary Club
• Serves on the  boards for Imagination Station and
the Art Museum of Greater Lafayette

Meet Betty Doversberger 
president, League of Women Voters

H: Who is your hero?
BD: I deeply admire Nelson Mandela. Never did I think
I would live to see a black president of South Africa.
And after the abominable way he was treated, he went
on without bitterness to lead that country.

H: Do you think you will ever run for public office?
BD: I have never had an inclination to run for public
office. I admire the people who do, but I’m happily
retired. –by Sarah Young

Want more information on the League of Women
Voters? Check out www.greaterlafayette.in.lwvnet.org.
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With the cost of college tuition increas-
ing by an average of 6 percent a year,
paying for college can seem like an insur-
mountable challenge. Yet, there are some
steps you can take to put your family in
a better position when the first tuition
bill arrives.

First, start saving at conception – or
as early as possible. 

“I started right away,
as soon as both my chil-
dren were born,” says
Bob Falk, president and
CEO of Purdue
Employees Credit Union

in West Lafayette. “Take
every pay check and contribute

$20 or $50. Put an extra $50 or $100 in
there every birthday instead of throwing
a big party.”  

Bill Gettings, a certified financial
planner for Gettings Reed Financial
Services in Lafayette, says everyone
should put money aside when children
are young, regardless of the family’s
financial situation.

“Even if they are wealthy, it’s wise
to take advantage of the compounding
interest,” Gettings says. “The biggest
mistake is procrastinating and putting it
off until the next year or next pay raise.”

Both Gettings and Falk say state
sponsored college savings plans called
529s are ideal investments.

“In Indiana, you need to take
advantage of the Indiana College Choice
Plan,” Gettings says. “Everything else is
just clutter. You get tax credit and tax-
free growth, and it’s easy. There’s noth-
ing better.”

Some universities and independent
colleges offer prepaid tuition 529 plans. 

“You’re locking in today’s tuition
dollars for the future,” Falk says. “The

[Please turn to Page 24 

Ace the test on saving for college
hitch is whether that’s the college your
child wants to attend. In some cases,
there may be reciprocity.”

With 529 plans, the money must be
spent on college-related expenses. It is
transferable to siblings. Other options
include education IRAs, bonds and life
insurance plans.

To find out how much money
should be set aside, try using a college
calculator found on many college finan-
cial aid or financial planning Web sites. 

“Have the right final estimate for
what you need,” Falk says. “Have an
average tuition number in mind and fac-
tor in a 6 percent increase per year.”

Don’t forget to factor in the cost of
room, board and books.

“The worst thing that can happen is
that you put too much in and darn, you
have to pay a little tax,” Gettings says.
“No one has come to me yet and said
they overfunded their plan.”

“I had a client that saved up to
$60,000 per child and still didn’t have
enough,” Falk adds. “He asked how he
got in that situation when he saved early
and often.”

When a child is in high school, begin
searching for scholarships. Not all schol-
arships are tied to academic or athletic
ability.

“Community service plays a big part
in grants and scholarships,” Falk says.
“It comes down to whether you want to
write out the applications and go for it.”

Once a college is chosen, ask for
help from financial aid officials, especial-
ly at private schools since their tuition
can be three times as high as that of pub-
lic colleges.

“The average person won’t be able
to save that much,” Gettings says. “You
have to work with the university’s admis-
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www.wabashcenter.com
765.423.5531

Striving to optimize the quality of 
life for people with disabilities and 
special needs for over 55 years.

help us make a difference, see how at our new website

PEFCU 
www.purdueefcu.com

Gettings Reed Financial Calculators 
www.gettingsreed.com/calculators.cfm

College Choice Plan
www.collegechoiceplan.com

Stafford Loan Program
www.staffordloan.com

Parent Plus Loan Program
www.parentplusloan.com

Federal Pell Grant Program 
www.ed.gov/programs/fpg/index.html

Twenty-first Century Scholarship Program
West Central Support Site
www.purdue.edu/Retention/scholars

sions people to find ways to make up the difference.”
If graduation is around the corner and savings are slim, other

options are to borrow or pay during the college years.
“Do the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

form,” Gettings says. “That’s the way to come up with the amount
that the college says is your fair share. That fair share is usually
burdensome.”

Then, check into Stafford Federal Student Loans or Federal
Parent Plus Loans, which families pay while a student attends
school. Both loans are available at reduced interest rates.

For lower-income students, the Federal Pell Grant Program
and Twenty-first Century Scholarship Program also should be con-
sidered. Students need to enroll in that program in junior high
school.

Finally, private loans can be used to cover any shortfalls in
funding tuition and expenses.

“These are the last dollars into the deal,” Falk says.
Regardless of what means is used to pay for college, Falk and

Gettings agree that education is a wise investment.
“College savings is an investment in their financial success,”

Falk says. “Save now so you won’t have big headaches when it’s
time to fund it.” – by Marydell Forbes

HELPFUL WEB SITES:
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